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Un nuovo sistema di filosofia: la fondazione  della “Science of Man” di David Hume nel primo libro del Trattato sulla natura umana. 

“The most perfect philosophy of the natural kind only staves off our ignorance a little longer, as perhaps the most perfect philosophy of the moral or metaphysical kind serves only to discover larger portions of it. Thus the observation of human blindness and weakness is the result of all philosophy, and meets us, at every turn, in spite of our endeavours to elude or avoid it.” (Enquiry on Human Understanding, IV,1)

     Nell’introduzione al Trattato sulla natura umana Hume dichiara di voler porre rimedio al discredito che l’incertezza e la diversità dei risultati proposti dai diversi sistemi filosofici ha finito col gettare sulla filosofia stessa. Il corso si propone di studiare, partendo dalla lettura del primo libro (Of the Understanding) del Trattato sulla natura umana, gli aspetti più significativi della sua nuova “Science of Man” per quanto riguarda la teoria della conoscenza, anche tenendo conto degli altri scritti di Hume e sulla base di un puntuale confronto con le posizioni difese da John Locke.

Hume’s «philosophical discoveries»: the first book of David Hume’s A Treatise of Human Nature and the foundation of his new “Science of Man”.  

“The most perfect philosophy of the natural kind only staves off our ignorance a little longer, as perhaps the most perfect philosophy of the moral or metaphysical kind serves only to discover larger portions of it. Thus the observation of human blindness and weakness is the result of all philosophy, and meets us, at every turn, in spite of our endeavours to elude or avoid it.” (Enquiry on Human Understanding, IV,1)

In his Introdution to A Treatise of Human Nature Hume clearly reveals his intention to rescue philosophy from the discredit thrown on it by the doubtful and contradictory answers to the most important problems given by the different systems of philosophy. The study of the first book (Of the Understanding) of Hume’s A Treatise of Human Nature consents to have a complete view of the epistemological foundation of his new “Science of Man”. The others works by Hume as well as the contemporary discussion (in particular John Locke) will be duly considered.

